Per spective

REGULATION AS DEVELOPMENT

he institution of the 'electricity regulator' is a comparatively new one in India. This is more so if you consider

regulation's coming of age, especially in respect to promoting development of renewables. The Orissa
Electricity Regulatory Commission was the first state electricity regulatory commission (SERC) fo be
established in August 1996 Thereafter, between August 1988 and 188% SERCs came into being in Haryana,
West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra. During this inifial phase, the commissions were
mainly pre-occupied with reforms in the conventional power sector. It was only afer the enactment of the
Electricity Act, 2003—which included some enabling provisions for the development of renewable energy—that
many other states established ERCs and regulators began focusing their attention on issues related to grid-
connected renewable power projects.

The Maharashtra Electricity Requlatory Commission took the historic lead in setting pioneering examples
through its orders on tariff for bagasse-based cogeneration projects and wind power, as well as for mandating
Renewable Purchase Obligations (RPO) for distribution companies in August 2002, November 2003, and
September 2004 respactively. Many ather commissions followed suit. Till date, seventeen ERCs have issued
tariff orders for RE, eighteen have prescribed renewable purchase obligations and many have issued directions
on open access, wheeling and banking, etc. Thus, the first decade of the 21st century witnessed a slow but
steady transition from a completely fossil fuel dominated power sector to one where renewables emerged as a
sector to reckon with. Today, India has an installed capacity of 15,542 MW of grid-connected renewables
contributing 3 5% of electricity generated in the country.

The credit for this achievement goes in equal measure to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, the
Electricity Regulators, the civil saciety stakeholders and the RE industry, who weathered all kinds of cbstacles
and showed exireme perseverance, With the announcement of the Mational Solar Mission in November 2009,
we can say that mainstreaming of renewables has begun in India. At the beginning of the second decade of the
21stcentury, we salute the Electricity Regulators in India for having played a pivotal role in this historic transition.
One of the reasons for this welcome turnaround is the presence of proven regulatory instruments in the giobal
arena which could be gleanad with ease and adapted to the Indian situation. The learning and adaptation by cur
regulators has been quite fast. As a result, regulafion in India crossed the barriers of just regulating’ and really
turned out to be a tool for development of the RE sector.

The beginning of mainstreaming renewables in India poses new challenges to the regulators in terms of
innovation, moving to new areas and technologies, sefting sclar-specific RPO, insfitution building, resource
assessment, trading of green power through renewable energy certificates, etc. 'RE Regulation India 2010, the
two-day conference being organised by WISE in Pune on 4-5 February 2010, has been launched to review the
achievements of the Indian regulators so far and identify the challenges that lie ahead. We are happy to have
received support in our effort from the Forum of Regulators, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, and a
wide spectrum of the RE industry in India. | take this opportunity to thank all of them_ As has been our practice
during all our major conferences, this time too, we are bringing out a special issue of ‘Green Energy’ focused on
the conference theme. We always attempt to design the special issue as a kind of ‘collectors’ volume',
comprehensively covering varous facets; this issue too attempts to cover all up-to-date topics on RE regulation,
with contributions from naticnal and international experts. We hope you find the issue to be useful reading.

G M Pillai
Director General & Editor-in-Chief
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OVER 20 YEARS OF FIELD EXPERIENCE
PROVEN WIND ENERGY TECHNOLOGY
MORE THAN 2000 WEGs ALREADY INSTALLED
EXPORTING WEGs OVERSEAS

RRE ENERGY LIMITED (RRB ENERGY)
MANUFACTURING WORLD-CLASS WIND ELECTRIC GENERATORS (WEGs).

INTERESTED IN WIND POWER GENERATION 7
lalkto RRB ENERGY, a pioneer Company in the Wind Energy Sector,

RR2 ENERGY offers tumkey solutions, from concept to commussioning for hamessing wind energy for power generation
and the same include site selection, micrositing, preparation of detailed project report. project engineening, erection,
commissioning znd after sales service of the wind power projects.

RRB EMERGY has established state-al-the-art WEG blade and controller manufacturing facilities in India. its natiemwide
network and seasoned professionals can help you set up world-class Wind Erergy Projects.

ImvestinVvind Energy. Encash on eur unmatched expertise in RERA ENCERGY LIMITED
wind power generation and watch your profits soar, { Pioneers in Wind Powey Fince 1957/

For further information contact: RRB Energy Limited, 17, Vembuliamman Keil Street. KK MNagar (West), Chennai 600 078, Tamil MNadu
Tel:91-44.23641 || | ® Fax: 91-44-23642220 @ E-mail: chennai@mrbenergy.com e Website: wwwirbenergy.com




























































































































































































































